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Front cover. “Bridging the Gap Week’ in 
Cardiff. Steve Bowles (pictured centre) 
and |] other volunteers spent a week en- 
joying themselves with local elderly people 
The volunteers stayed at the Toc H centre 
in Cardiff and invited the elderly, many 
of whom are usually ‘housebound’, out 
for the day: sometimes for tea and whist, 
community singing, or on this occasion 
for a coach trip to Bristol. 

Asa result, the Cardiff Centre has started 
a Thursday Club where about 30-50 
elderly people entertain cach other, 
prepare lunch and tea. Several branch 
meinbers are lending a hand. 


Photo: Paul Christie 


Look out for the South African 


feature in December! 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all back- 
grounds and beliefs. Local group activ- 
ities range from holidays for the handi- 
capped and children’s playschemes to arts 
festivals and even bird-watching. Toc H 
is short for Talbot House: the soldiers’ 
club in Belgium founded by the Reverend 
‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. Today Toc H 
provides opportunities for people to test 
the relevance of practical Christianity and 
we welcome anyone who would like to 
give us a try. 
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VIEWPOIN 


This month we have invited a guest 
editorial from John Mitchell, entitled 
‘Frontier Movements?’ 


Looking back at any earlier age of Toc H 
is always a dangerous business. It is too 
easy to view the past with over-nostalgic 
eyes and to forget the worries and heart- 
searching of the time. Certainly, during 
the 1960s, the Movement was contracting 
and wrestling, as now, with the problems 
of declining confidence and ageing mein- 
bership. In no way could the Sixties be 
called a Golden Age. 

However, it is fair to suggest that, 
at some moments in the Sixties, Toc H 
was involved in areas which were genuine- 
ly new, which could be called ‘frontiers’. 
Youth in Community Service was blossom- 
ing and Toc H played no small part in this. 
The number of young people who over- 
subscribed our projects witnessed to the 
fact that we were involved in an area that 
seemed adventurous and novel. We were 
among the first to take youngsters into 
mental hospitals, homes for the subnormal, 
Cheshire Homes etc: we were among the 
first to get into the whole scene of urban 
playschemes: and we were involved in the 
growth of outdoor activities like the Loch 
Eil Centre and the Newcastle Expedition 
Group. We took young people to work in 
Belfast, to meet and work with gypsies 
and dossers — all at a time when these 
were far from normal activities for the 
young. Asa result, we attracted a good 
number of adventurous young people. 

Many of these things are still being 
done, are still valuable and worthwhile. 
They are, however, no longer new or partic- 
ularly adventurous; they are safe, accept- 
able territory, in which we are one of sev- 
eral agencies, al! operating satisfactorily, 
competently, and unexceptionally. But 
the frontiers have changed. What was new 
in the Sixties is now the norm. 

So where are the new frontiers? 
Where does one find the young man or 
woman who is seeking new ideas, new act- 
ivities? The answers are challenging and 
perhaps uncomfortable. 

It is dangerous to generalize, but 
fair 1o say that a number of thinking, 
intelligent, and courageous young people 
are to be found experimenting with: 

(i) new styles of living: eg communes 


(ii) protest activities like free schools, 
squatting, environmental groups, Third 
World activities, and self-sufficiency 

(iii) new forms of understanding and 
enlightenment, including meditation, a 
great interest in Eastern religions and a 
search for understanding through drugs 

(iv) personal growth through the 
‘Growth Movement’: including Encounter, 
Gestalt, psychodrama, and T groups. 

It is, of course, easy to suggest that 
Toc H has been in some of these fields for 
years. One can point out that Marks were 
an early form of communal living, and that 
the Toc H group, at its best, is a place of 
‘personal growth’. But it doesn’t sound 
too convincing because we have really 
only dabbled in these fields. To suggest 
that a modern Mark is really a radical 
experiment in an alternative life-style is 
obviously not true, and nor is it true to 
suggest that most of our units really en- 
courage serious personal growth. Our pre- 
occupation that our operations are more 
or less economically viable, that they are 
controlled by committees, and that they 
help the good name of Toc H, remove any 
risk that these experiments can become 
very exciting. The frontiers are risky 
places where we may be misunderstood, if 
not vilified. We cannot have it both ways. 

If we wish to be involved with the 
whole of life, we must strive to keep a 
part of the Movement at the frontiers, as 
well as continuing our valuable less dram- 
atic work. | suggest that urgent consider- 
ation should be given to experiments: 

(a) with real communes 

(b) with free schools 

(c) in which people can learn, with 
proper leadership, techniques of meditat- 
ton, and 

(d) techniques of personal growth. 

l am not suggesting that the whole 
Movement, or even a large part of it, 
should chase these hares. I do suggest 
that a Family like Toc H is all the more 
healthy for having some black sheep! 
Unless a part of the Movement is consist- 
ently trying to stay with the frontiers, we 
shall become irrelevant to what we have 
always claimed to be, a frontier Movement. 
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Members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 


2. To give personal service. 


3. To find their own convictions while 


always being willing to listen to the views 
of others. 


4. To work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 
of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world 
in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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fortnight together, sharing various experiences: in a geriatric hospital, a home for the 
physically handicapped, and interior decorating. 


Below: let it rip! Agnes Cook and Steve Bowles at the Cardiff ‘Bridge the Gap Week’. 
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Above and below: fun on the Hackney 
playscheme. 150 local children who had 
no other chance of a holiday enjoyed a 
month's programme of visits to adventure 
playgrounds, the zoo, the seaside — and 
even a trip to the pillory for Freddie! 


Mi Jo finding oul 
T on grudne the price I paid 


r 


Almina ho the Worta nns. 


Photo: John Burgess 
Photo: Paul Christie 


a; Cvor TONES 
E ; 


7 N 
— ae on cenit ar mt 


oe Be) aR ee agar 


Ss 


Hackney children visited {above} the 
Freightliners’ Fann at King’s Cross, when 
Michelle fed the goat, and (right) the sea- 
side at Walton-on-the-Naze, Here the 

volunteers, who came from the USA, 

Cambridge, Norwich, Leytonstone and j — 
Prideaux House, take a well-earned break. Ye 
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Left: handicap forgotten as volunteer 
and resident talk at the Dan-y-bryn 
Cheshire Home. 

Above: kids from the Brunswick area of 

Salford on a day trip to Walton Hall 
gardens. For many of them, this was 
their only chance is a holiday. 
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Left: the Leyland playscheme catered for 
1200 children every day, giving them 
painting and modelling workshops, 

films, discos and trips. 

Far left below: ten boys and ten girls from 
Protestant and Catholic areas of Belfast 
came to the Southdown District for a 
week’s holiday, staying together in the 
Convent of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Brighton. 

Left below: more children from Belfast 

at the Rhyl Toc H holiday centre, invited 
by the CEN: North arema 
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Above: a dozen ETN had the chante to live ae a ieee with the Christian community — 
at Little Gidding, sharing the family life and helping in the manual work of the ferm. 
Here, evening Compline with guitar and handbells, outside the chapel. 

Left: the Eastbourne playscheme challenged the Hackney playscheme to a sports day. 
The problem: the Hackney kids were bigger; the solution: to declare a draw; the out- 
come: chaos! Here, trying to capture it all for posterity. 
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NEWSPOINT 


QUEEN'S 
DIL VER 
JUBILEE 


‘TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE HELP 
OTHERS’ 

As you know, 1977 is the year of our 
Patron’s Silver Jubilee — to be celebrated 
with a special Jubilee Day on Tuesday 

7 June. 

There is to be a Queen's Silver 
Jubilee Appeal, designed as a memorial 
of thanksgiving for 25 years of Her 
Majesty's reign. The Queen has personally 
asked that the appeal should be dedicated 
to ‘help young people help others’, by 
giving them opportunities and encourage- 
ment for community service. In partic- 
ular she hopes that young people from all 
parts of the Commonwealth will benefit 
from the fund. 

Obviously Toc H can play a big 
part in this Appeal — both in raising 
money and spending it! These two as- 
pects seem to be organised separately. 
Here is al] the information we have to 
date. We will keep you in the picture, but 
check with the PR Department in future 
if you want further details. 


FUND-RAISING 

The main aim of the Appeal is to raise a 
capital sum, but it has been decided that 
50% of all the money received in local 
appeals during the first year is to be spent 
on local projects concerned with young 
people. 

It has been suggested that local 
organisations could hold fund-raising 
events in the name of the Jubilee and 
share an agreed percentage with the 
Jubilee Fund. 

A National Appeal Council has 
been set up for national fund-raising; local 
fund-raising is being organised by the 
Lord-Lieutenant of each county, some of 


whom have started to call voluntary and 
statutory organisations together. If you 
have not yet been invited to participate, 
check first with your local member of 
staff, watch the papers for notification of 
public meetings, or get the District to 
write to your Lord-Lieutenant (addresses 
obtainable from public reference libraries). 
Make sure, anyway, that people know 
Toc H exists. Headquarters have been 
approached and the Director has indicated 
the Movement’s interest. 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Prince Charles is keen that young people 
themselves should be involved in deter- 
mining which local community projects 
should receive money. A National Youth 
Involvement Committee (chaired by 
Dennis Stevenson) has been set up and 


the Lords-Lieutenant will be organising 
local Youth Involvement Committees. By 


November we should have received a list 
of local chairmen plus addresses, so check 
with the PR Department. 


Prince Charles is officially launch- 


ing the Appeal on 24 April next year. 
Various organisations have already 
pledged their support. They range from a 
Rugby League match (England v Wales, 
Headingley, Leeds) on 29 January toa 
‘New Towns Jubilee Games’ at Birmings 
ham on 1-14 May; a Jubilee pop concert 
in Earls Court, London, on 4 June, fol- 
lowed by “Jubilee Sunday’ on the 5th, 
Bank Holiday Monday on the 6th and the 
public bank holiday on the 7th. There’s 
also a veteran cyclist 1 ,000-mile sponsored 
ride from London to Balmoral (return!) 
— and much, much, more! 


How about it? What is Toc H 


going to do? 


ALISON HOUSE 


As from | January 1977 Alison House 
regrets thal it has to put up its charges 
for a weekend (Friday evening — Sunday 
afternoon) to £9.50 and for the holiday 
weeks in 1977 to £26 for a single room 
and £24 for a shared room. 
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Mary Austin of Downend, Bristol, Branch 
writes to say how much she enjoyed the 
holiday week with Kay Jennings and 
Beryl Pugh at Alison House this summer. 


‘The warden, Frank Howlett, and his wife, 


Wyn, were always around to help in the 
smooth running of the house and Wyn’s 
talent in producing meals and surprises, 
worthy of a Cordon Bleu award, were 
greatly appreciated.’ 


SORT OUT THOSE 
NEGATIVES 


Ted Hulatt of Fakenham Branch , Norfolk, 
writes to tell us that his branch hee de- 
cided to collect old film negatives and 
keys for the RICB (Research into Child 
Blindness). 

Articles can be sent in any con- 
dition: bent keys, torn negatives etc. 
They are all sold to special outlets and 
the profits are used to aid further research 
into the causes of blindness in children. 

If you can help, please send your 
articles direct to Ted Hulatt, 40 Heath 
Rise, Fakenham, Nortolk NR2I 8HU. 


Mrs Edna Cox (left) chairman of Glen 
Parva Women’s Branch, presents a port- 
able resuscitation pack to the Leicester- 
shire ambulance service. Receiving the 
gift is Station Officer Walter K imber, 
beside Mrs Bunty Sercombe, branch 
secretary. This is the second pack that 
the ladies have bought at a cost of £221. 
Photo: Leicester Mercury 
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CORNISH HOLIDAY ON WHEELS 
Ron Gatiss 


Falmouth Branch, Cornwall, in co- 
operation with sixth-formers from the 
local school, and with generous financial 
assistance from several local organisations, 
provided a seaside holiday for eight child- 
ren from Birmingham for a week at the 
end of July. 

The children stayed in two caravans, 
parked by kind permission of the Cornwall 
Education Authority in the grounds of 
Falmouth school, with toilet and cooking 
facilities in the school buildings, and a 
large playing-field nearby for letting off 
steam. 

The children were chosen by Ken 
Butterfield, House Leader at the Toc H 
Cenire in Birmingham: four boys and 
four girls from homes where the parents 
are handicapped by deafness, and with 
whom Ken has close contact through his 
work as a social worker. Transport for 
both weekends was in the form of a mini- 
bus, kindly provided free by the Birming- 
ham Social Services Department, and the 
cost of the petrol was defrayed by the 
Birmingham District of Toc H. 


‘THE LIGHTL 


A warm - if belated — welcome to Ken 
Ward, staff member in New Zealand, who 
visited Britain with his wife, Elaine, in 
September. 

Ken is the only staff man in New 
Zealand, covering a | ,000-mile stretch 
from North to South. It was fascinating 
to hear how Toc H has succeeded in mak- 
ing itself known in a country somewhat 
bigger than the United Kingdom, but with 
a population of only 3 million (and 57 
million sheep!). 

In New Zealand Toc H is appar- 
ently as well known as Shelter or Oxfam 
are here, mainly through the flashing light 
emergency scheme which Toc H intro- 
duced to the country. Members are 
known as ‘the Lightline People’ and have 
been given terrific press and radio 
publicity. 

Lightline has put Toc H on the 
map in New Zealand and has proved to be 
an attractive fund-raiser, but members do 
not confine their efforts to Lightline alone. 
Camping holidays, especially for handi- 
capped children, hospital visiting, hospital 
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BOTTOMS UP! 
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Embroidered patch: symbol and words in 
yellow on a black background with a 
white circle surround. 

Only 30p! Available now from Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks. 
Cash with order please. 


MAGPIE HOLIDAY 


Thanet District has given a wonderful 
week’s holiday to 12 local mentally handi- 
capped children, some of whom had never 
had a holiday before. 

With the £600 proceeds of their 
fete held at Margate last summer, the 
District sent the children to the Magpie 
holiday home at Sheringham, Norfolk. 
The kids had the time of their lives and 
their parents were able to enjoy a much- 
needed break. 

Freddie Cooper, District chairman, 
says that it was a good joint effort by the 
branches in the District. 


radio and mobile film units feature promin- 


ently in the year’s programme. The point 
is that Lightline has now caught the public 
eye and gives Toc H a chance to explain 
further about the Movement and why it 
should, indeed, bother to do these things. 

Next year members plan to launch 
a ‘Road Safety Campaign’ throughout 
New Zealand. For many years a ‘Toc H 
School Crossing Award’ has operated in 
Christchurch, given to the school with the 
safest road crossing. (In New Zealand 
police trdin schoolchildren to be ‘lollipop’ 
holders, and it is considered a great honour 
to be selected for this job.) 

There are about 350 members in 
New Zealand, most branches being widely 
scattered and seldom able to meet. 
Several branches are 200 miles, or more, 
apart. There is, however, a growing volun- 
teer core, Which numbers 400 paid and 
accredited volunteers. Most are aged 
about 16 - 19 and wear a ‘volunteer badge’. 
Many go on to become members of the 
Movement, although they tend to stick 
with the volunteer project groups. 


E Welcome to Peggy Cowey from 
Rhodesia who has been visiting England 
this summer. Peggy works in the Toc H 
office in Bulawayo and tells us of the 
great excitement with which Toc H 
Rhodesia is celebrating its Golden Jubilec. 


E A dream came true for 20 boys from 
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole 
when they flew from Hurn Airport to 
Jersey this summer for eight wonderful 
days at the Toc H hostel in St Helier. 
Swimming, climbing, cricket, football on 
the beach, visits to the zoo and wild life 
park, and a barbeque arranged by the 
Variety Club of Jersey all made it a super 
holiday. Organised by the Southern 
Region, it was led by Reg and Ruth 
Collins, ably helped by Alf and Mary 
Hargrave and the volunteers. 


E Rushden Pytchley Women’s Branch 
recently handed over £138 to the 
Northants Mental Health Association for 
the Wellingborough project for after-care. 
This amount was raised by selling nearly 
3,000 tickets in a prize draw. 


WA seat has been placed outside the 
casualty department of the War Memorial 
Hospital in Bognor Regis, Sussex, by the 
ladies of Toc H in the town. It was given 
in memory of Alice Harwood, a late 
fellow member of the branch. 


W Elmstead Branch in Colchester, Essex, 
took part in a festival of ‘Animals and 
Insects of the Bible’ in Elmstead Parish 
Church in July. Toc H managed to rope 
in the headmaster, art teacher and pupils 
of the local junior school to help illustrate 
the insects. 


Three members of East Barnet, London, 
Branch are arranging regular monthly 
parties for the housebound and those con- 
fined to wheelchairs. Joyce Bestelink 
writes: ‘It was a real thrill when two asked 
to become members, also when the young 
project volunteers so willingly gave us 
help’. 


W The South West Counties Branch re- 
cently spent a most rewarding afternoon 
with Father Stephen Lambert SSF, a 
former Area Secretary and worker with 
Tubby at All Hallows, who is now sta- 
tioned in Zambia. He talked of the work 
of the Fiwila Mission and of the wider 
political situation in Southern Africa and 
then involved the whole group in prayer, 
especially for the outcome of Dr 
Kissinger’s talks. Father Lambert is now 
Hospital Chaplain at Katete, and, writes 
branch member Alice Welford, ‘our 
prayers go with him’. 
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Above: Richard Jackson with his wife, 
Maggie. 
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Photo: Scarborough and District Newspapers 


Above: members of the Eastfield Toc H Group (left to right): Jenny Bryant (chairman), Below: children and members walked 


Doreen Arnell, Ken Wilcoxson, Norma Rogers, Bridie Sweeting, Lyn Michlethwaite, from Cloughton to Fylinghall stations 
running a tombola at a pie and peas supper last February. They hold their meetings at along the route of the old railway line, to 
the local pub — and at this event, all the District was invited. raise money for the group. 
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Scarborough’s Eastfield Group has been 
firmly established for about a year now. 
It is mainly comprised of fairly youthful 
parents on the Eastfield Estate and has 
grown out of Toc H’s continued involve- 
ment in Scarborough over several years. 
The chairman, Ken Wilcoxson, became 
interested through driving the mini-bus 
for us on the playscheme; the secretary 
and treasurer, Jenny Bryant and Doreen 
Arnell joined in as parent volunteers — as 
did all the others in the group. 


Eastfield is about three to four miles out- 
side the centre of Scarborough. To some 
extent the estate feels a bit isolated: for 
example, for a mum and dad and three 
children to go into town and back on the 
bus costs over £1. The facilities are by 
no means adequate. 


The whole thing started, I suppose, before 
I joined the staff. Toc H had been run- 
ning a playscheme on a nearby estate for 
the past two years and by the time I 
arrived members were really keen to 
extend this project to Eastfield. Scar- 
borough Social Services were enthusiastic 
and so we started off witha support group 
and a £200 Urban Aid Grant, and went 
from there. Naturally in the back of my 
mind was the idea to do this scheme for 
three years, hoping to involve the com- 
munity more and more over that period. 
This worked out better than my wildest 
dreams. 


So off we went. Naturally we had all the 
usual teething problems over transport 
and accommodation for the volunteers. 
However, I was fortunate enough to get a 
SLTV (a shortish long-term volunteer), 
Hilary Thornton, who for a couple of 
weeks went round the estate visiting all 
the parents whose children we hoped 
would join in. This was the first time that 
practically anyone on the estate had heard 
of Toc H. The reponse was good and 
Hilary managed to twist a couple of 
parents’ arms into helping as volunteers 
(and a few more who helped out from 
time to time). In the end we had approx- 
imately 17 volunteers and 100 children 
between the ages of five to 11 years. 


Needless to say the scheme went like a 
bomb. We had a couple of day outings to 
Flamingo Park and Bridlington, all the 
usual indoor and outdoor games, and on 
the last day of the scheme, a celebrity 
guest: Jimmy Tarbuck. Everyone got so 
much out of it we decided it would be a 
good idea to follow the whole thing up 
with a Christmas party. By now we were 
working closely with Jenny Bryant and 
her friend, and she and a few other mums 


Sports day at Cayton playing fields: Doreen gets the kids on their marks. Jack Douglas, 


Richard Jackson looks back over 
the past three years in Scarborough 
and traces how a children’s play- 
scheme grew into a fully-fledged 
community group. 


Photo: Scarborough and District Newspapers 
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rarer. 


star of the ‘Carry On’ series, came to the sports and refereed the football match. 


worked hard in collecting presents for the 
children, baking and so forth. As most, 

if not all, of the volunteers had come from 
Yorkshire it was not difficult for them to 
come back for the party. This went down 
really well: it was great for the children, 
volunteers, and mums to meet again after 
the summer. 


After this success, the Wolds District 
decided that it would like to support 

and help organise another scheme for the 
summer of 1975. The scheme was budg- 
eted at £1,000 but we were fortunate 
enough to have no money problems: the 
Social Services gave us a grant of £500, 
the Council £150, and the District raised 
the rest. Along came our SLTV (a short 
long-term volunteer, in case you have for- 
gotten the jargon), Ruth Passey, who 
worked alongside the mums in selecting 
the children, who certainly hadn't forgot- 
ten the year before and couldn’t wait for 
the scheme to begin. This time we had 
30 volunteers and 100 children (5 to 11 
years). Fifteen of the volunteers came 
from Yorkshire, the other 15 were mums 
— that’s what I call a playscheme! 


Again we had a comprehensive programme 
of events, with indoor and outdoor act- 
ivities; the weather was great, everybody 
enjoyed himself and it all went off very 
well. 


Once the playscheme had finished we had 
a large group of parents who were by now 
very interested in Toc H, About a month 
later a meeting was arranged and that was 
really the birth of the Toc H Eastfield 
Group. When | started on the first play- 
scheme I was hoping that something like 
this would happen — but at that time I 
thought my ideas were too ambitious to 
achieve. 


Since then the group has gone from 
strength to strength. Its first task — 


which it got down to immediately — was 
to organise and finance another Christmas 
party. We were able to bring most of the 
summer volunteers back again and the 
party was again a great success. The 
group and volunteers then had a well- 
deserved evening out. 


This last summer they repeated their 
successes with another two-week play- 
scheme, for 101 children aged between 
five and 11. By this time the mums were 
planning and organising it almost com- 
pletely themselves, helped out during the 
fortnight by 15 volunteers led by short 
long-term volunteer, Carol Witts. One of 
the great advantages of having a mum’s 
group on the estate is that they know 
whose children will really benefit most 
from the scheme, so the ones most in 
need of help are sure to receive it. 


Since then the group has started to look 
around at one or two other needs in the 
community rather than just concentrating 
on the children’s playschemes. One or 
two have helped to decorate a blind man’s 
house and some are considering an adven- 
ture playground. 


The Social Services are most impressed by 
all this Toc H activity and have demon- 
strated their confidence by supporting us 
financially. They are also interested in 
the idea of our starting another play- 
scheme on the Barrowcliffe Estate nearby, 
and are looking into the possibilities of 
financing this. 


All this has developed from a summer 
project, but a project firmly rooted in 
the community which it is meant to 
serve and firmly grounded in the belief 
that Toc H is here not to run things for 
people but to enable them to do things 
for themselves, 
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NEWSPOINT 


DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND 
PAST £28,000 


The Diamond Jubilee Fund has now passed the £28,000 mark — but has 
yet to reach its target before the appeal is wound up at the World Chain of 
Light on 11-12 December. So you have just time for one last effort from 
your branch, District or group — say, a coffee morning, or a World Chain 
of Light collection. It would be great to hit £30,000! 


PORT PENRHYN 


The new adventure centre at Port Penrhyn 
is now in Toc H hands and is standing by 
to receive working parties. lan Taylor, 
Development Officer, is now on site (he 
has moved into his flat just down the road) 
and says he would be glad to hear of any 
offers of help from groups who would 
like to come in October and November. 
The structure of the building is now renov- 
ated, but the interior has to be prepared 
and furniture and equipment moved in. 
lan hopes to have the building 
ready to receive the first proper party at 
the World Chain of Light. The North 
Wales and Marches Area is organising a 
24-hour Vigil at the Centre. 

He is already looking for bookings 
for 1977, but meanwhile, all offers of 
help are welcome — and working parties 
won't, of course, have to pay! 

When ready, the cost will be £1.25 
per person, per night. The Centre has 34 
beds (32 bunks plus a leaders’ room), is 


fully furnished and equipped with bedding, z 


kitchen materials ete. All you have to 
bring is a towel and soap — oh, and don’t 
forget the food! 

It will be run on a self-catering 
basis and is designed for parties who want 
the fun of planning thcir own programme 
and sharing the responsibility of running 
their stay. The accommodation is simple, 
but comfortable. There is ample hot 
water promised and the building is cen- 
trally heated for winter use, so Port 
Penrhyn should prove attractive to many 
members of the Movement. 

The centre offers the opportun- 
ities of energetic outdoor pursuits, and 
equally, the pleasures of a quiet fishing 
trip, a stroll along the quay or a visit 10 
Penrhyn Castle. 

Boots, anoraks, overtrousers, day- 
sacks, maps, compasses, torches and other 
outdoor equipment will all be at the 
Centre. There is a small hire charge of 20p 
per person (per complete stay, not per 
day) and in time it may be possible to 
build up this store, so please check with 
lan before you go, as to what Is available. 
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At the moment he has two canoe 
shells which need covering, and is hoping 
to build up the sailing and canoeing side. 
Lifejackets are provided and must always 
be worn. 

Please note one particular point: 
the Port Penrhyn Centre will provide 


sporting facilities but cannot provide train- 


ing instructors. Parties are expected to 
provide their own leaders who will be held 


responsible for the safety of the group and 


ultimately, for all domestic arrangements. 
lan will be happy to help leaders plan a 


programme and answer any queries, but he 
is not a resident warden and is not perman- 


ently available. Further details are avail- 
able from him: 

lan Taylor, Development Officer, 
Toc H Centre, Old Slate Factory, Port 
Penrhyn, Bangor, Gwynedd. LL57 4HN 


PANNIKAMPATT 


News comes from Pannikampatti that the 
well has now been sunk to a depth of 
27 feet. 

Dr Mrs S Stephen (Medical Super- 
intendent of the Mission Hospital) who 
has taken charge of the project, writes: 
‘We are making all possible efforts to 
bring the land of 124% acres under culti- 
vation. With the aid of the water now 
available we have commenced cultivation 
of two acres of land. We have raised 
millets which do not require a continuous 


supply of water and we will have a 


good harvest within 24% months. 


‘At 27 foot down the well, we met 


with hard rock and there is also a spring 


bubbling out. But the spring is not suffic- 


ient to supply our needs. Hence, the well 
requires deepening by at least seven or 


eight feet more to get a copious supply of 


Mid-Eastern Region exhibits at 
County Shows 


Crispin White 


For many years the Movement has helped 
to run County Shows in various parts of 
the country by providing feeding facilities 
and rest tents for stockmen and stock- 
women (or is it ‘stockpersons’?). 

This year in the Mid-Eastern 
Region we wanted to meet the public as 
well and so the Region decided to exhibit 
the life and work of the Movement in the 
trading areas of the Show. 

We were at the Royal Lincoln, the 
Royal Norfolk, and the East of England 
Shows and together with the South East 
Region we also appeared with the same 
exhibit at the Essex Show, near 
Chelmsford. 

It was a good experiment because 
we met people who knew nothing, a little 
or a lot about Toc H, and also those who 
had forgotten it existed. We even met 
some people who wanted to link up with 
Toc H branches and who said they wanted 
to become members. 

In addition, we took some dona- 
tions for the Jubilee Fund, we made a bit 
of money from Touchstone jewellery sales 
and we won second prize in the charity 
stands competition at the Royal Norfolk. 

The total cost of this publicity 
exercise was £460 (including the cost of 
the exhibition, staff subsistence and travel- 
ling), £100 of which was offset by a don- 
ation from Touchstone jewellery. The 
Regional Executive consider this exercise 
well worthwhile and will be repeating it 
next year, although at slightly smaller 
Shows. The largest Shows, charging heavy 
ground rents, are not considered such 
good value. Next year we hope to stage 
six exhibitions for a total cost of £175. 
We have decided to dispense with hiring a 
marquee and are now designing a water- 
proof exhibition! 
nn ee 
water. At this stage we have to use gun- 
powder for blasting away the rocks, which 
is possible only when we bale out the 
water.” 

The picture shows the pump baling 
out water from the well. 

Dr Mrs S Stephen continues: ‘I 
once again thank the members of Toc H 
in Britain who are so very interested in 
raising money to propel the projects in 
our country. We only wish and pray that 
God our Lord should sanction you all 
wisdom, strength and peace to carry out 
the objects of Toc H to the Glory of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 


WELCOME 


The following branches elected new 
members during September: 


3— Ely (m), Rhiwbina (m), Southport 
(j), South Tees (j) Group 
2— East Barnet (j), Inner London Dis- 


trict, New Forest District, Peter- 
borough & Stamford District, 
Rushden Pytchley (w) 

Acton (w), Ashfield District, Char- 
mouth (j), Cleveland District Branch, 
Crewkerne (j), Darlington Central 
(w), Eastbourne (j), Grainthorpe (j), 
Hackney (j), Hove (w), Newbury 
(m), Paignton (w), Pocklington 
Court (j), St Albans (w), St Johns, 
Tunbridge Wells (w), Shirehampton 
(w), South Sussex District, South 
Worcestershire District, Walsall (m), 
Wellington (w), West Wales District 


— 


A warm welcome to 43 new members. 


MERSEYSIDE 


Frank Rice 


Another season of holiday camps is over. 
This year, we chose our 26 children only 
from areas in which we have continuing 
Toc H contact, with the emphasis on 


Kirkby, Skelmersdale, Toxteth and Birken- 


head. Thus, we hope to keep in touch 
with the kids and their families. 

Leaders and volunteers caine back 
from Gwynedd and Kendal exhausted but 
the kids returned bursting with health and 
even more boisterous than when they had 
started. One small boy told me proudly 
that he had been the only one on the bus 
to be sick. He didn’t have to prove it — 
George Boyle’s shirt and trousers provided 
the evidence! 

Some very touching ‘thank you’ 
letters are now coming in from parents. 
One little girl has asked me to deliver a 
battered stick of rock to ‘Uncle’ Alan 
Daniels to thank him for driving the mini- 
bus! On the last day of one camp, a 
tough little scouse was overheard saying 
to his mates, *. . . have I got to go back to 
my horrible home tomorrow?” It is 
rewarding in these days to see the real 
appreciation of even the toughest of these 
kids for what is obviously a highlight in 
their lives. Clearly, some of them are 
meeting genuinely selfless affection for 
the first time. 

The Merseyside DEC sends its 
warm thanks to the Gwynedd and South 
Lakes Districts for making these holidays 
possible, to all our volunteers and to 
Merseyside members who were yet again 
so generous with their donations. 


OBITUARY 


Sylvain Lahaye 


Sylvain Lahaye, a well known and loved 
figure in Poperinge and Vice-President of 
the Talbot House Association, died sud- 
denly on 11 September, just after attend- 
ing the Administrative Council and 
Annual General Meeting of the Associa- 
tion. Indeed, one of his final acts was to 
discuss with the architect the proposed 
alterations to The Old House. 

He came from a family to which 
Toc H is greatly indebted. His father, 
Nestor Lahaye, was the Burgomaster who 
received King George V in 1919 and was 
much involved in re-establishing Talbot 
House, and his brother, Arthur, with 
Sylvain was an outstanding member of 
the Belgian Resistance Movement during 
the German occupation in 1940-1944, 
to mention but two names. 

Sylvain Lahaye was elected Secret- 
ary and Treasurer of the Association in 
October 1949 and became Vice-President 
in July 1967. His great abilities and many 
friendships made him a man to turn to at 
all times. He was re-elected Vice-President 
of the Association on the day he died and 
a brief opportunity was offered at the 
meeting to thank him for his devoted ser- 
vice to The Old House. He expressed 
pleasure afterwards to his wife, Mrs 
Arlette Lahaye — another very good 
friend of Toc H — to whom we send 
heartfelt sympathy. 


Jack Trefusis 
President, Talbot House Association 


Sylvain Lahaye received HM The Queen 


at The Old House in 1966, the year of 
the Toc H Golden Jubilee. 


Cecil Thomas 


Cecil Thomas, OBE, FRBS, the internat- 
ionally renowned sculptor who has created 
the memorial effigy of Tubby in All 
Hallows Church, died on 16 September 
at the age of 91. 

A member of Toc H for almost 
50 years and a great friend of Tubby’s, 
Cecil Thomas has left our Guild Church 
with a remarkable inheritance, for in ad- 
dition to Tubby’s effigy, he created (in 
1924) the Forster Memorial, which forms 
the church’s shrine to the elder brethren. 
After World War 2 he did much outstand- 
ing restoration work, miraculously saving 
many of the bomb-damaged monuments 
and designing and carving the new exterior 
sculpture. 


Photo: Ronald English ACH, ARPS 
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Cecil Thomas was both a prolific 
and versatile sculptor, creating numerous 
recumbent monuments, marble carvings, 
gem engraving, bronze portraits (includ- 
ing the one of Lord Wakefield on Tower 
Hill), medallions and coins, as well as the 
four bronze works in New Zealand which 
he modelled in the last 20 years of his life. 
To his son, Tony, we extend our 
sympathy. 
(The effigy of Tubby, to be dedicated on 
11 December, will be featured next month). 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 

In April: Malcolm K Arnott (Border Dis- 
trict) H F Lake (Gloucester District) 

In August: Hermon A Coates (Clitheroe), 
Gwendoline B Cross (Plymstock), Lydia 
J Hassell (Edmonton), Frank A Millen 
(South Ashford), S L ‘Jimmy’ Pottle 
(Harrow), Wilfred Smith (Cosham and 
Waterlooville), William Summers (Cleve- 
land District Branch), Marie Valentine 
(Rushden Pytchley), Charles H Ward 
(Leamington Spa), Stanley A M Woodfield 
(Sheringham), Winnie Lowe 

In September: Alexander Back (Etching- 
ham), Hubert J Day (Southend on Sea), 
Kenneth W Hubbard (Gloucester), Agnes 
M Tatford (Carisbrooke), Cecil Thomas 
(Inner London District) 

In June and July, of Buenos Aires: Ana 
Lia Cornet, Ethel Cherry, Sheila Vignoles 


We give thanks for their lives. 
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INSIGHT 


The Rev Dr Paul Badham continues 
his series on ‘The Jesus of History’. 
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Part Two: Miracles and Temptations 


One of the basic axioms of historical 
research is that the laws of nature remain 
constant from age to age. This is partic- 
ularly important when assessing ancient 
religious writings for, as the Archbishop's 
Commission on Doctrine states, “Legends 
involving abnormal events have tended to 
grow very easily with regard to great relig- 
ious leaders of the past’. This means we 
should approach Gospel accounts of un- 
usual happenings with considerable 
caution, not ruling out the possibility of 
the miraculous, but feeling that the evid- 
ence for any alleged miracle would have 
to be very strong to justify us in suspend- 
ing our disbelief. 

l shall argue next time that the 
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus is 
particularly strong, but I believe that the 
other miraculous elements in the Gospel 
are less well attested, and that we should 
approach them with the same sort of scep- 
ticism as we would similar accounts in 
other ancient literature. 

When I look at the evidence for 
the alleged virgin birth of Plato or of the 
Buddha, I find it unconvincing. In both 
cases the earliest sources do not mention 
it, and the tradition is in conflict with 
other evidence about them. For exactly 
the same reason F do not believe in the 
virgin birth of Jesus. The birth stories in 
Matthew and Luke are late, and mutually 
contradictory. The virgin birth cannot 
be reconciled with the genealogical tables 
which trace Jesus’s descent through 
Joseph, who is spoken of quite naturally 
as Jesus’s father elsewhere in the Gospels. 
The Annunciation Legend cannot be 
reconciled with passages which speak of 
Mary being surprised by Jesus’s ministry, 
and even as regarding Jesus as ‘out of his 
mind’. (Mark 3/21-31). 

The miracles of healing do not 
raise the same problems. Surprising re- 
missions of illness often happen today, 
occasionally in conjunction with faith- 
healing ceremonies. Since there appear to 
be some well-attested cases of surprising 
healings today, ] see no reason why we 
should be too spectical of all such 
accounts from the past. 


FEEDING THE FIVE TROUSAND 


The nature miracles are much 
more difficult to accept, at least partly 
because we can usually see from the 
stories themselves evidence which points 
towards a natural explanation of the 
events in question. Take the feeding of 
the four or five thousand for example, 
Clearly something noteworthy happened, 
for all the Gospels record this event and 
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we have two accounts each in Matthew 
and Mark. Taken literally, the story says 
Jesus fed five thousand people from five 
loaves and two fishes and after they were 
all replete, 12 baskets were filled with 
left-over fragments. The clue to the story 
is in those 12 baskets. The Greek word 
used is the word for a large food hamper 
and so the story itself tells us that in ad- 
dition to the little boy’s lunch there were 
at least 12, originally full, hampers of 
food available since no one would take an 
empty hamper miles into the desert. I 
suggest therefore that what happened was 
that Jesus used the example of a child’s 
generosity to persuade those who had 
food to share with those who had not. 
This interpretation not only makes better 
sense historically but also theologically. 

A Jesus who could do magic would be tot- 
ally irrelevant as a guide and inspiration to 
us whereas the Jesus who taught the oblig- 
ation to share is a leader whose message 
the world needs to hear today. 


THE FISH AND COIN 


Similar arguments apply to almost 
all the apparently supernatural elements 
in the Gospel. Think of the story of the 
miracle of the coin in the fish's mouth. 
At face value the story says that, hearing 
the disciples arguing about whether a par- 
ticular tax was fair, Jesus told them to 
catch a fish and in its mouth they would 
find the money for the tax. They caught 
the fish and in its mouth was the coin. | 
suggest that originally what happened was 
that Jesus pointed out to his disciples that 
the time they were wasting in fruitless 
discussion about the tax could be spent 
more profitably in catching a fish whose 
sale would bring in the money to pay the 
tax. Once more the reinterpreted story 
is not only more credible, but also more 
meaningful. How often today could our 
situation be improved if instead of lament- 
ing our condition we simply got on with 
the job in hand and thereby transformed 
our condition! 


LAZARUS 


In the story of Jesus’s raising 
Lazarus from the dead, what Luke re- 
corded as a parable that Jesus told, John 
has recorded as a miracle that Jesus per- 
formed. In Luke’s Gospel, Martha and 
Mary do not have a brother, and in this 
Gospel Jesus tells the story of Dives and 
Lazarus which ends with the statement 
that even if Lazarus were to return from 
the dead, men would not believe. In 
John’s Gospel, Martha and Mary have a 
brother Lazarus, who dies and is raised 
from the dead by Jesus and yet men do 
not believe. Luke’s version of this as a 
parable seems much more likely to be in 
accordance with what actually happened. 


TEMPTATIONS 


If we reinterpret the miracle stories 
of Jesus in this sort of way what happens 
to the account of Jesus’s temptations in 
the wilderness? Can we really believe he 


was tempted by an actual devil to magic 
stones into bread, or to throw himself off 
the Temple to be carried to earth by angels, 
or even to worship Satan in return for the 
kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them? I find such a face value interpret- 
ation unlikely on historical grounds and 
disastrous on theological grounds. If 
Jesus’s temptations were really like this 
then the letter to the Hebrews would be 
wrong to claim that ‘We have a Saviour 
who was tempted in exactly the same 
ways as we are tempted, and St Paul 
would be wrong to say that “There is no 
such thing as temptation except tempta- 
tions which are common to man’. If Jesus 
is, as the Christian faith claims him to be, 
our pattern, our inspiration, and hence 
our Saviour, then it is vital that he be ‘like 
his brethren in every respect save sin’. | 
suggest therefore that instead of a literal 
understanding of the temptation stories 
we should ask ourselves what the tempt- 
ations of Jesus would have been as he set 
out on his ministry. If we do this, then 
we find that the stories express, in pictor- 
ial language, precisely the issues with 
which Jesus must have wrestled. 
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Two years before Jesus went out 
into the wilderness Pontius Pilate had pro- 
posed a plan to use Temple funds for an 
irrigation system. This was bitterly op- 
posed by the devout and only a 47 mile 
section was completed. But | suggest that 
any socially conscious person of that time 
must have asked himself whether it was 
tight to oppose the use of Temple money 
for a development which could have trans- 
formed the story wilderness into a fertile 
wheatland. 


SAVED FROM FALLING 


The Book of Psalms was the hymn 
book of Jesus’s childhood. In it we read 
that God always protects those who put 
their trust in him. 

The same view occurs in the Book 
of Proverbs and it was deeply rooted in 
popular religious thought. It was therefore 
only natural for Jesus to have meditated on 
Psalm 91 which expresses this hope most 
confidently and to have asked himself 
whether this understanding of God’s prov- 
idence was true or not. In the end we 
know he rejected it, teaching instead a 
trust in God which can triumph through 
and beyond our suffering in the world. 
Jesus knew that many of the great pro- 
phets had died as martyrs and had an in- 
tuition that he should expect the same 
fate. 


KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD 


Thirdly, Jesus must have consid- 
ered whether or not he should lead a 
Jewish revolt again Roman rule. Several 
of his disciples belonged to terrorist 
groups and there was a widespread expect- 
ation that God’s Messiah would be a nat- 
ional liberator from oppression. But Jesus 
rejected this idea of stooping to violent 


WORLD GHAI 
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UMTALI 

Rev John Hull 

The World Chain of Light this year is 
starting at Umtali in Rhodesia. There is 
no need for me to say how poignant this 
is because you will know from newsreels 
and papers about the tension in Rhodesia 
and Umtali — on the border in particular, 

Yet the Vigil will be maintained in 
Umtali on Saturday |1 December-Sunday 
12 December and Vigils and observances 
around the world will be linking us all in 
thought and prayer for the grace and 
strength to live our lives with courage, 
as members of Toc H. 

For those who cannot maintain a 
Vigil, at least get together for an hour and 
add your contribution to the future of this 
worldwide Movement. It will be conven- 
ient for many because the dates fall at a 
weekend. It may not always be conven- 
ient to use a Church or even a branch 
room. That doesn’t matter. Jesus said, 
‘Where two or three are gathered together, 
there am I in the midst’. 

Relevant publications (obtainable 
from H Q Publications Department): 
Michaelmas leaflet — 40p dozen; 

Pattern for Devotion — 5p (SOp dozen); 
Birthday Vigil of Toc H — 20p. 


DOR KNAP 

A Vigil will be held at Dor Knap over 
11-12 December this year. Those inter- 
ested please request further details from 
George Lee, The School House, Tanworth 
in Arden, Solihull, West Mids B94 SAS. 


PRIDEAUX HOUSE 

Prideaux House (Mark 3, Hackney) is also 
holding a 24-hour Vigil. Among the 
speakers will be Bishop John Daly, at 
present Acting Vicar of All Hallows. Full 
details from Alf Thorpe at Mark 3, 10 
Church Crescent, South Hackney. 


PORT PENRHYN 

The new Centre will be receiving its first 
proper party for a 24-hour Vigil at the 
World Chain of Light. If you would like 
to stay, or visit for a short time, please 
contact H L Hughes at Mold 2764 (office) 
or 2970 (home). 


measures for the sake of God’s Kingdom. 
‘Evil can never be defeated by evil’ he 
taught, ‘it can only be overcome by good.’ 

I believe that the approach | have 
outlined helps us to see Jesus in his hist- 
orical setting, not as a wonder-worker 
whose life is far removed from our own, 
but as a great teacher and religious leader 
who was grappling in his every day life 
with issues very similar to those which vex 
us today. And perhaps a better under- 
standing of Jesus in his own time may 
help us to see the significance of his teach- 
ing to our own day. 


I joined the Prison Service in 1953 and 
have served in many a large establishment, 
including Wakefield, Dartmoor and 
Dorchester Prisons, being regarded as an 
experienced, well-seasoned Prison Officer. 
Finally, promotion has brought me to 
Hatfield Borstal. This is a complete 
reversal from working behind a wall, 
Hatfield being an open establishment 
which boasts a better class of delinquents, 
if such exists, aged between 16 and 21 
years. As one can imagine, the past 
number of years have been filled with 
experiences which would fill a book, 
some frightening, others extremely funny 
but most involving human suffering 

and tragedy. 

From time to time I have heard a 
popular saying used by ex-Service Prison 
Officers when referring to the less able 
inmates: ‘that man is as dim as a Toc H 
lamp’. This saying conjures up thoughts 
of small groups of volunteers attempting 
to make the lives of lonely servicemen 
throughout the world a little pleasanter 
by their efforts. I did not realise the 
extent of the organisation until the day 
I was introduced to Richard Jackson in 
September 1973. Richard had had 
contact with our neighbour Borstal at 
Pollington which was due to close and he 
was attempting to encourage Hatfield to 
carry on the good work. Richard and his 
charming fiancée Maggie (now more 
permanently attached) had walked about 
two miles from nearby Hatfield, and were 
sitting at the Borstal gates waiting for me 
to collect them. As we walked through 
the grounds of the Borstal to Cheviot 
House the wolf whistles could be heard 
coming from secluded corners along the 
way, I am sorry to say not all of these 
directed at the lovely Maggie but at the 
slim person walking at my side with long 
shoulder length blonde hair: Richard. 

I was a little embarrassed for him. 

We talked for some considerable 
time and | was impressed by this very 
sincere couple and agreed to help in what- 
ever small way I could in promoting 
Toc H to the Governor and staff. 1 use 
the word promote, as one must under- 
stand the rules surrounding the Governor 
and Institution are rather strict and staff 
are very often shrewd suspicious people. 
I need not have worried, the discussions 
with the Governor were very encouraging 
and he instructed me to go ahead, form 
plans for the projects Richard had in mind 


Hatfield Borstal 


Hatfield Borstal trainees have given invaluable help to Toc H over the past 
few years, at Colsterdale, Scarborough and more recently in building the 
dining room furniture for Port Penrhyn. Dennis Collier, Principal Officer 
of the Borstal, explains how this mutually helpful link was formed. 


and submit these for his approval. 

In the first year, five lads were 
chosen as volunteers to work with the 
various projects: one with Keighley 
NSPCC at Colsterdale, two with a Scar- 
borough playscheme and two with the 
Hull mentally handicapped project at 
Colsterdale. These were a huge success. 

The second year the numbers 
increased to nine, covering the previous 
year’s projects plus others. Again we were 
successful. This year the number has in- 
creased to 15. Who knows what next 
year will bring? 

Lads are chosen carefully some 
time in advance of the projects, taking 
into consideration attitude, interest, pre- 
vious involvement, if any, and willingness 
to participate. We have had extra success 
when lads have been found employment 
in this field, on discharge, working for 
example with the mentally handicapped, 
having gained experience with Toc H. 

Quite a number of working camps 
have been arranged through Toc H at the 
Colsterdale Centre. This entails a qualified 
instructor and a prison officer taking a 
party of lads to the Centre for periods of 
a week, completing various jobs, painting 
and decorating, joinery, brickwork or just 
general repairs as required, but strength- 
ening the link between Toc H and the 
Borstal. During this period Bill Bains was 
introduced to us and has almost become a 
member of the family. He was recently 
invited to become a member of the Borstal 
Board of Visitors, (a group of prominent 
people, including magistrates, and JP s, 
who are our link with the public outside). 
His appointment was officially approved 
by the Secretary of State for the Home 
Office, he has now official access to all 
parts of the Borstal, sees trainees when he 
visits and has finally cemented the link 
between the two organisations. We also 
have a member of staff who meets 
monthly with the Toc H Committee to 
co-ordinate our mutual interests. One 
must understand the Prison Service fully 
to realise what an achievement this has 
been to bring these two organisations so 
close together. The mutual benefits 
apparent through our association are too 
numerous to mention, so I will conclude 
by saying how happy I am that our assoc- 
iation and friendship with Toc H has 
grown over the past three years and I 
hope will continue to do so for many 
years to come. 
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LETTERS 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


The August Point Three interested me 
very much. In the Overseas Lunch Club 
for the wives and children of overseas 
students, mainly post-graduates, which we 
run in Exeter, we have this year a majority 
of Arabs. They are Muslims, of course, as 
are others from elsewhere, and over the 
years we have talked with them about 
their faith. I have a small interpretation 
(OUP) of the Koran which | enjoy very 
much. 

Recently I went to have lunch with 
an Egyptian couple and their small son, 
during which Ahmed suddenly said, ‘Suzy 
(his wife) is shocked by the behaviour of 
young people in Exeter. We thought you 
were a Christian country but your 
Churches don’t seem to be well attended 
and it all seems so permissive. | have be- 
come very proud of my faith and my 
country’. 

l asked him if he meant he had be- 
come more proud of both since coming 
to live in England and he said he meant 
just that. ] was a bit shattered but I didn’t 
leave it there of course. | hope that by 
the time they leave Exeter in a year or 
two they may have changed their opinion. 
This remark of his made me feel even 
more than ever that it is important to 
keep the Lunch Club going. Not only do 
we learn something from them but we 
hope they do from us, and we are some- 
times able to help them with their prob- 
lems, though the difficult one of accom- 
modation is largely out of our hands. 

l suggested to the British Council 
not long ago that the rich Arabs ought to 
buy a large house or two in the city and 
adapt them for their own people! 


Alice Welford 
Exmouth, Devon 


THE KORAN 


The article in the August Point Three is 
important because few realise the atten- 
lion paid to Jesus in the Koran: I think 

l am right in saying that his name occurs 
more than 200 times, and there is a whole 
chapter headed ‘Mary` [which includes 
the story of Gabriel's Annunciation] and 


in which the following remarkable passage 


occurs: 
‘Wherefore she conceived him; and 
retired with him in her womb to a distant 
place... So she brought the child to her 
people ...and they said to her, “O Mary 
now hast thou done a strange thing: thy 
father was not a bad man, neither was thy 
mother a harlot ° But she made signs to 
the child to answer them: and they said, 
“How shall we speak to him, who is an 
infant in the cradle?” Whereupon the 
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child said, “Verily, I am the servant of 
God: he hath given me the book of the 
gospel, and hath appointed me a prophet. 
And he hath made me blessed, wheresoever 
I shall be; and hath commanded me to 
observe prayer and to give alms, so long 

as I shall live; and he hath made me dutiful 
towards my mother and hath not made 

me proud or unhappy. And peace be on 
me whereon the day I was born, and the 
day whereon } shall die, and the day wher- 
on | shall be raised to life.” This was Jesus 
the son of Mary; the word of truth, con- 
cerning whom they doubt...” 

So it seems the Prophet had no 
doubt about the virgin birth of Jesus! 

Regarding the Crucifixion there 
are two relevant passages in the Koran: 

(1) God said, “O Jesus, I will 
cause thee to die, and ] will take thee up 
unto me, and | will deliver thee from the 
unbelievers; and | will place those who 
follow thee above the unbelievers until 
the day of resurrection...” 

(2)‘...and because they [the 
unbelievers] have not believed on Jesus 
...and have said, “Verily we have slain 
Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary, the apostle 
of God”. Yet they slew him not, neither 
crucified him, but he was represented by 
one in his likeness. They did not really 
kill him, but God took him up unto him- 
Balls cea 

The prayer quoted in the August 
issue is in fact the first chapter of the 
Koran: a very short chapter. There is a 
Sufi Centre at Aldsworth in Gloucester- 
shire which has dared to amalgamate 
this with the Lord’s Prayer. 

“Praise unto God, the Lord of the 
Universe, Our Father, which art in 
Heaven...’ 

An interesting point about Allah, 
the name of God: it is surely the same 
rool as the aramaic for Father, ‘Abba’, 
which occurs three times in the New 
Testament. 

Truly, we Christians are closer to 
Islam than we realise. 


John Gwynne 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire 


CHANGE AS GOOD AS A REST 


Thank you very much for printing the 
picce about Islam in the August magazine. 
l think that most religions provide the 
quickest way to good health and their 
best principles and proofs either improve 
or exist in a similar form in other religions. 
Dr EG Parrinder’s book An intro- 
duction to Asian Religions is a nice encour- 
agement to foster a possible harmony of 
ideas but I cant think that all detailed 
dogma or even the bare bones of one 
year’s practice of one particular religion 


would allow a general acceptance of all 
points of some other religion. 


I hope that you make allowance 


for a few more similar beginnings for the 
magazine. ‘A change is as good as a rest’ 
and learning about anything, particularly 
health matters, is always welcome. 


Miss M E Griffiths 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire 


SEX FILM 


Unless times have changed more than | 
realise, I suspect that you will by now 
have received letters asking what Toc H 
intends doing about the announced in- 
tention of an obscure Swedish person to 
attempt to make a film upon an obscure 
subject, namely the sex life of Jesus. 

Among the more questionable 
suggestions as to appropriate action, have 
been that the person concerned should be 
refused entry into this country or that he 

should be prosecuted under the laws 
against blasphemy should he persist in 
making the film. Before we are tempted 
to add our individual or corporate voices 
to the clamour for such action, it would 
be well to consider some of the 
implications. 

To demand that a person be 
refused entry into this country on the 
grounds of his opinions or intentions to 
attempt to make a film on a certain sub- 
ject, is to adopt just that attitude of mind 
which we so often denounce in communist 
and fascist states. All censorship can be- 
come ‘double-edged’ and provide a pre- 
cedent for a future muzzling of Christian 
opinions, literature or films. We cannot 
assume that there is a divine right by 
which we will always enjoy freedom to 
propagate our ideas, while we deny such 
rights to others. 

To invoke the archaic blasphemy 
laws is equally dangerous. 

Have we ever thought about our 
own blasphemies? Is it not just as blas- 
phemous for all of us to pray (or say), 
‘Our Father . . . hallowed by thy Name’ 
and then to deny what we pray by almost 
every social attitude and action or by our 
personal hatred, jealousy or contempt, as 
for someone to propagate their ideas on 
the sex life of Jesus? 

Is it blasphemous to suggest that 
Jesus had a sex life? Some of the utter- 
ances which have come from those eager 
to be modern ‘defenders of the faith’ have 
clearly indicated that their understanding 
of Jesus as God and Man is very suspect. 
To suggest that sex did not exist in the 
life and personality of Jesus is to deny 
that he was truly human: it is to lapse 
into heresy. That we know nothing about 
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that aspect of his life, apart from what 
may be read ‘into’ or ‘out of the gospels, 
is no ground for suggesting that Jesus was 
sexless. I have a suspicion that some who 
are so offended by any suggestion of the 
sexuality of Jesus are equally offended or 
troubled by the existence of such in them- 
selves or in other people. 

May I make it clear (a) that I have 
no desire to see such a film made: the 
prostitution of people’s talents in a ven- 
ture designed to make money by exploit- 
ing the curiosity or eroticism of some 
members of the community is lamentable; 
(b) that I hold to the Catholic Faith in my 
understanding of the Incarnation, as ex- 
pressed in the Creeds (including the 
Athanasian!), 


Rev Keith Beck 
Taunton, Somerset 


GROWING OLD GRACEFULLY 


After about 28 years in Toc H, | have re- 
cently taken a step for which no provision 
is made anywhere within the constitution 
or organisation of the Movement. | have 
retired. 

l have not resigned. I have not 
become a builder. I am not proposing to 
become a member of what the planners 
designate as a District Branch. | have 
simply ceased to be an active member of 
a branch, or indeed of Toc H. I shall, 
however, always be a Toc H man, in the 
same way that I shall always be an 
Englishman. 

I am putting into practice some- 
thing which I preached over | 2 years ago. 
Al the 1964 Central Council 1 put for- 
ward a motion which was prompted by 
my experience over the preceding three 
years as an Area Chairman. During that 
time I had watched something like 20 
branches fold up and die through old age. 
Each of them had, through inescapable 
passage of time, become a handful of 
ageing members, still firm in their belief 
in Toc H, but no longer possessing the 
energy or initiative to continue the fight. 
1 came to the sad but inevitable conclusion 
that, without any compensating influx of 
young blood, this was a situation which 
would be repeated and repeated and 
repeated. Events have, unhappily proved 
me right, but, at that Council of "64, my 
aim was to get the Movement to realise 
that unless such elderly members were 
given the opportunity to retire with grace 
and dignity, they would become just 
bodies in a building once a week, not live 
members of an active, outward-looking 
Movement. | proposed, in my motion, 
that there should be set an accepted re- 
tirement age from active membership of 
branches, but I defined no figure. The 


motion was defeated overwhelmingly and, 
since that day, many more branches have 
crumbled and disappeared. 

What I had proposed was not re- 
volutionary-outside Toc H. In 1957 
I retired from the Royal Air Force, but I 
am still a wing commander in the current 
RAF List. In common with hundreds of 
others, I no longer perform actively. | 
did not resign, neither was I sacked. Al! 
I sought in my motion was to provide an 


intelligent and understanding way in which gratitude to all the Toc H members whom 


those who could no longer remain fully 
active could step down with no necessity 
to transfer to any other sort of Toc H 
body, or even, if circumstances made it 
difficult, to pay any sort of subscription. 

I shall just go on being in mind 
and spirit a Toc H man and I am sure that 
there have been hundreds of men who 
would welcome official blessing upon 
such a provision in the Toc H philosophy 
and procedure. 

Wish me luck, because I believe | 
am the only Toc H man on the Retired 
List. 


Freddie Petch 

Hitchin, Herts 

PS | decided that three score years and 
ten was reasonable. 


EDINBURGH ‘75 


I should like to tell you about my branch, 
Edinburgh ’75. It arose out of the ashes 
of the Edinburgh Women’s Branch which 
folded up some months ago. 

It numbers !5 strong and most of 
the members are in the 65 plus group. But 
does that deter them from being active in 
good work? Not a bit of it! 

Recently they held an evening 
Ceilidh to raise money to send a mentally 


handicapped family on holiday. The even- 


ing was a great success and was attended 
by friends and members from Oakley, 
Tillicoultry, Glenrothes and Eyemouth 
(I think I’ve missed one) Branches. We 
had a wonderful meal and an enjoyable 
entertainment. The compere was our 
popular and well-loved padre, Jack Millar 
from Glenrothes. To me the highlight of 
the entertainment was Scottish Country 
Dancing by a group of pupils from a 
mentally handicapped school. | felt our 
world which seems to be so much out of 
step with God is not altogether lost when 
there are people who evidently work so 
hard with such pupils and surely it was 
typical of the Toc H spirit that they 
should be asked to entertain. 

The sum raised was £50 — great, 
isn’t it? Also for this fund a bookstall and 
minimarket have been held every Satur- 
day morning in July and August. 

l am pushing my branch into your 


notice because of an event which took 
place in Bulawayo last year. I attended a 
Toc H rally and one of the speakers was 
a young man who had stayed in a Toc H 
hostel, but had opted out and joined the 
Lions. He suggested that Toc H should 
emulate the Lions by making an age limit 
for members (very much below 65). Need- 
less to say I expressed my opinion on this, 
quoting Edinburgh’7S’s achievements. 
Could | here express my very great 


I met in South Africa and Rhodesia, who 
showed me the utmost friendship and 
kindness. 


Cathie Smith 
Livingston, West Lothian 


A MESSAGE FOR OLDER 
MEMBERS OF TOC H 


Our women’s branch in North Shields 
began in 1948. After some years of ser- 
vice, the usual pleasures of Toc H life, we 
began to lose members: three overseas, 
some leaving to retire further away. So 
in 1970 ten of us decided to meet every 
fortnight and become a ‘Builders Group’. 

We still take an active interest in 
many of our old jobs, raise a little money, 
have very happy, useful meetings. We 
take Light — a candle instead of our Lamp 
— and lively discussions take place, a lot 
of laughter and the usual cup of tea. Subs 
are collected for the Builders Fund of 
Toc H and a Lepra box goes round. 
Home-going prayers are taken. The meet- 
ings are usually held in my home, but 
other members are willing to take over 
at any time. 

We will probably become like the 
ten little nigger boys and slowly depart. 
In the meantime, we enjoy ourselves and 
do our best to stick to our Toc H ideals. 


Dorothy Atkins 
North Shields, Tyne and Wear 


IDEAS PLEASE 


Arthur Smith of Denton Branch, Sussex, 
would like to collect ideas for games that 
could be played from a wheelchair. 

He would like to compile a small 
book of games for the use of the physic- 
ally handicapped. If you can contribute, 
please write to Arthur at 18, Denton Road, 
Denton, Newhaven, Sussex BN9 OPX. 
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A theological student named Fiddle 
Refused to accept his degree 

‘It is bad enough to be Fiddle’ he said 
‘Without being Fiddle, D D’. 
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Shop Early for Christmas 


TocH Diary 


The 1977 Diary has all the usual essential information for every Toc H member and friend: including useful 
addresses, the Ceremony of Light, a history of the Movement, financial facts, special Toc H dates, plus maps, 
metric measures and other general information. 


Bound in leather, symbol in gold 


Without pencil 50p each 


Also 


Joc H Christmas Card 


Symbol embossed in orange with greeting inside 


Cufflinks 


Symbol in elegant gold plated hexagonal surround in presentation case 


j £1.50 per pair 


copies rat A 


With pencil 55p each —_........... copies ees ae 
including postage 
40p per dozen 
plus postage and packing up to 2 dozen 20p 
over 2 dozen 40p 
ae dozen ; 
plus 10p postage and packing ........ pairs s a a a 


‘A Tapestry of Winter’ 


Seasonal recording of music and poetry by the New Anglian Singers and Sir Bernard Miles. 7” LP record 


Specia! offer: 
including postage pea 


Order now from: 


Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Please enclose remittance with order 


From 


Address 


25p each 


Wameluu. s at A A N a 0 r a ake Ske NE a A E 


copies : 


Total enclosed 


SMALL ADS 
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Warden Manor, the Tudor guest house run by 
John Cole on the Isle of Sheppey, has to close. 
For 40.0dd years the Manor has offered very 
reasonably priced holidays to members of TocH 
and like-minded organisations but unfortunately 
this is no‘ignger a viable proposition. 
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The house is therefore up for sale. The 
trustees suggest that it could make a successful 
home for a retired man or couple of comfort- 
able means, who could, if they wished, continue 
the tradition of having old friends of the house 
for thcir annual holidays, and indced new mem- 
bers of Toc H as well. The trustees would pro- 
bably sell at a reduced rate to someone who 
undertook such a responsibility. There is how- 
ever no obligation in the sale to continue run- 
ning the Manor as a guest house. 

Warden Manor stands in its own grounds on 
the coast of the Isle of Sheppey, Kent. It is 
only 52 miles from London and yet surrounded 
by glorious unspoilt countryside. It is not iso- 
lated and is on a regular bus route. At present 
the Manor accommodates up to 40 guests for 
11 weeks each summer. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel. 
Jacobs (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 


able, modernised hotel. 


Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 


Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 


Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


Raise funds quickly, , easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern 
Novelties, Bradford BD! 3HE. 


s. S 
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